
The burden of morbidity/mortality in Caribbean populations has shifted
from communicable diseases to NCDs, while Public Health Laboratories
largely maintain their traditional surveillance focus on communicable dis-
eases.

Clinical laboratories also generate evidence to support NCD surveillance,
interventions and policy.
Because many Caribbean countries face significant resource constraints, a flexi-
ble set of information management systems held together by common standards
for data storage, nomenclature and data exchange will allow individual laboratory
needs to be satisfied while maintaining integrity of the overall information network.
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With few existing (legacy) systems, we have a strategic op-
portunity to influence the selection or development of  individ-
ual Laboratory Information Management Systems in countries

to facilitate interoperability as a coherent data network, by defining
standards for data capture and exchange, nomenclature  and unique pa-
tient identifiers. Thus laboratory surveillance can optimally support col-
lective public health objectives defined by the countries of the  Carib-
bean Region.

Smaller laboratories are as complex as larger facilities, but
with fewer staff and resources.
Technical staff were somewhat more computer literate

than clerical staff in the labs surveyed.

The majority of laboratories maintain workload statistics:
Anatomical Pathology was generally least diligent. Microbiology
departments were diligent without exception; which may re-
flect the traditional focus on communicable disease surveillance.

The impact of Laboratories in health
situation analysis can be substantially

improved by enhancing capacity to
organise, analyse and communicate

relevant information.

A survey conducted during August 2011 of major national laboratories
in 16 Caribbean countries as part of a PANCAP GFR 9 Project (2011-
2015), determined existing and missing elements of sustainable in-
formation management infrastructure within laboratories and host insti-
tutions. This informs the design of an implementation strategy to ad-
dress common and country-specific issues. An interactive web-based
questionnaire on the website of the Caribbean Cytometry and Analyt-
ic Society (CCAS), was also distributed by e-mail. Preliminary results
were shared with the participants at the CCAS annual meeting and par-
ticipants were also asked to identify their primary areas of concern for
LIMS implementation.
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Power outages are a common challenge.

93% of labs surveyed have
access to IT support.

79% of labs have no
electronic information
systems
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